
 

 

SIERA BEACON  

Carson Valley, NV November 2021 

"HAM radio is not a hobby. It's a way of life." - Carlos Beltran, XE1MW  

 
Don't Forget to Turn Your Clocks Back One Hour This Saturday! 

 

Our November 6th Board and General meetings will be held at Chuck K7PGI 
Gervie's home, 1986 Mule Lane in Ruhenstroth, noon and 1 p.m. 

respectively. Seating may be limited, so bring a folding chair, but leave it 
in the car until needed. Jim Sanders AG6IF will do a presentation on 

AREDN. Directions: Ruhenstroth is on Hwy 395 about 2.5 miles south from 
the hospital. Enter on Palomino Ln. and proceed to Mustang. Turn left on 
Mustang and go another couple blocks to Mule Ln. Turn right on Mule, 

proceed to top of culdesac, - flagpole + antennas. Please park in circular 
driveway or side gravel driveway leading to barn and rear yard parking!    

 

Nevada Day Parade 
 
After cancelling festivities in 2020, the Nevada Day Parade returned to showcase the state's 

quirky cultures celebrating Statehood. Since 2006, SIERA hams have helped rein in the spectacle 

by providing communications. Acting as Rover, Tom Tabacco KG7NHC gave updates on which 

floats were "no-shows," which were not in proper order, and so on. We even had a "lost child" 

message. This information was then relayed to parade announcers, who could then rearrange 

their scripts accordingly.  
 

Many hams used mobile units or hand-helds to hit the 

K5BLS repeater set-up by Jeff Brown, president of CARS 

(Churchill Amateur Radio Society). The Simplex frequency 

backed up the repeater. While a chair was placed on each 
reviewing stand for the radio operator, some hams located 

their stations several feet away because of the noise. Net 

Control Dave Telling KJ7WT couldn't copy their signals 

because of the din. Otherwise, it all went smoothly. Only 

seven messages went out over the airwaves. Only one 

operator's radio didn't transmit properly. New operators, 
like Tracie Mattice W7PSI, performed like pros. In fact, the 

parade went so well, operators were able to secure stations early and enjoy the rest of the parade. 

With all those crazy Burning Man art cars bringing up the rear, that was the best part. What's 

more, the CME predicted to blow out the ionosphere was a "no-show." 

 
Tom Tabacco KG7NCJ thanks all who volunteered to help during this 157th Nevada Day 

Parade: Daryl KE7HXD and Karen Haines, Jeff K7BCV and Sue KI7CTT Cauhape, Mel Hogan 

WA6EYD, Michael Whitten KI7NIP, Phil Klein KJ7UNP, Traci Mattice W7PSI, Dave Telling 

KJ7WT, John Abrott KD7NHC, Tom Seeley W4FLL, and Ed Terlau KG7ZOP. 

 

  



 

 

History of SIERRA and Nevada Day Parade 
By John Abrott  KD7NHC 

 

I believe the first year we supported the Nevada Day Parade was 2006. I was president of SIERA, 

and took on the task to coordinate amateur radio communications support for the parade. Ken 

Hamilton, the current Nevada Day Executive Director and his team were instrumental in 

developing a working relationship with the Amateur Radio community. Many meetings and 

sharing of ideas brought us to where we are today. 
 

In the past, the parade officials tried FRS handheld radios then attempted Radio Shack business 

band radios. Cell Phones proved not to be the answer as well.  How about ham radio?   

 

What a good learning experience.  An operator was assigned to each announcer to pass any 
updates to their script. Any missing entries, out of order or other information was relayed by the 

operator on the golf cart riding with the parade director to NCS.  Darryl Haines KE7HXD was the 

first ride on the cart. Various operators have filled this position. At times, riding on the cart had 

one wishing for a warm blanket, rain gear, seatbelts, helmet, and a roll cage. 

 

I felt being an operator for the parade should not be limited to one club or organization.  In doing 
so, we give others the opportunity to volunteer their time, do something new while supporting 

the community, and meet others with the same interests. Each year, the volunteers are given a 

breakfast (Red's Old 365 Grill) and this gives the opportunity to pass on additional information 

and answer questions. 

 
We learned in short order that due to the music being played at the reviewing stand, the operator 

could not hear traffic even with a headset.  His transmissions were covered due to the loud 

music.  Lessons were learned. 

 

A net control was needed in a location isolated from the blaring music, and to retransmit the 

changes to the script at least twice. The theory was to resend the information a couple of minutes 
later, as there was a high probability at any of the announcer stands there would be a loud noise 

source like a band, shootout, or a float with loud music causing the operator not to hear the 

traffic.  Send it twice with a delay, better odds of receiving.  It worked! 

 

A great location was found and approved by the Plaza Motel allowing the operator to sit inside 

high above the crowd with a view of the street, muting all but the loudest sounds. Inside, 
temperature controlled, out of any rain, snow and wind. (We have experienced it all.) Besides, 

they had FREE FOOD, and an indoor bathroom.  Mel Hogan WA6EYD was our net control for 

many years. After several years, Mel asked to be outside at an announcer location, so others may 

have the experience of NCS. 

 
Over the years, we have used VHF.  This year at Tom KE7NCJ's request we used a UHF 

repeater. In the past, the golf cart gave off interference on VHF for the operator on the cart. Using 

UHF, no interference from the cart, and good penetration along the route. 

 

Four of our operators that participated in Nevada Day Parades have become silent keys. Our first 

loss was Joe Turek AB7TJ. Joe operated with us until his untimely passing in a motorcycle 
accident while riding his beloved 2002 Harley. Our second loss was Gary Budd KD7LBJ. Gary 

was also very active with the Pony Express Re-ride. Next was Brian Dickson KB1BEX, a member 

of Lyon County ARES. Brian and I would take the LCARES Advanced Communications Unit (Unit 

113) and set up at the corner of Musser and Carson Street. We were running a portable repeater 

on 146.880 to support the parade. Musser Street, being about the middle of the parade route, 
gave good coverage. We were back up for net control and available to pass information to the 

Emergency Operation Center if needed. 

 

Recently Ed Goldberg KE7EAA passed away. Ed and his wonderful wife, Sue, manned the 

starting point of the parade near Heidi's, located at Williams and Carson Street for many 

years. Ed supported the Pony Express with his base station for many years. He was my base 



 

 

station contact. Whether I was a relay station on Overland Pass West, or mobile following the 

mail on the east side of Nevada into Utah, the message got through. Thank you Ed, good times, 

great memories. 

 
The Nevada Day Parade of 2018, I was invited to join the Carson City Emergency Operations 

Center, to relay information and updates between the Incident Commander (IC) and his staff 

with our Amateur Operators along the route. 

 

This is the third year we had a presence in the EOC. Tom Seeley W4FLL and I manned the EOC, 
giving reports as to the progress of the entries, and any problems. Being accepted into the EOC 

to assist their operations develops working relationships and trust. We are truly blessed. Thank 

you to everyone who has worked the Nevada Day Parade. We still have a few members that have 

worked the parade from year one to present.  This is commitment and dedication doing 

something we truly enjoy while giving back to the community. We look forward to Nevada Day 

2022. 
 

Tom Tobacco KE7NCJ stepped up to coordinate the parade a few years ago when I 

"retired". Thank you, Tom, for your continued support for the Nevada Day Parade 

communications.  Good job and thank you again 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Will SIERA Survive 

 

During the 2020 COVID lockdowns, SIERA held meetings on the NV7CV repeater and still 

participated in events, such as the Pony Express. Members were encouraged to be involved in 
Field Day individually rather than hold the public gathering. Then, 2021 hit with an epidemic of 

membership apathy. Jim Marshall K6LR told the Board that it's been next to impossible to find 

replacements for the Treasurer, Vice President, and Secretary positions. He was concerned that 

if these positions weren't filled, as required by our State 501C status, SIERA may have to be 

dissolved. 

 
Members who have served the Board for almost a decade are retiring, leaving the Board members 

who remain wondering if SIERA will survive if these positions are not filled. Luckily, at the 

October meeting, Ed Terlau KG7ZOP and Jeff Cauhape K7BCV volunteered to serve on the next 

Board. Jeff will be the next Secretary. While Chuck Gervie K7PGI mentioned his wife, Mary Lou, 

might be interested in being Treasurer, he was heavily encouraged to take the Vice President 
spot. Mary Lou has since agreed to take on the Treasurer's job, but Chuck hasn't yet said whether 

he will be VEEP. 

 

Had a new nine-member Board not been assembled, SIERA would need to restructure their 

bylaws and 501C status with the State of Nevada to remain a viable club. If at least the Secretary 

and Treasurer positions required by the State can't be filled, SIERA would have to dissolve as a 
club. So, at this eleventh hour, we're grateful to Ed, Jeff, Chuck, and Mary Lou for stepping up 

to fill these critical and long-unfulfilled positions. 

 

 

The Hawkins Peak Repeater Adventure 
By Paul, WA6EWV 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Hawkins Peak looking towards Lake Tahoe 
 

Some background first. 

 

The reputation of the El Dorado County Search and Rescue teams is second to none. One reason 

is the extensive use of the Amateur Radio Repeater system assembled by Frank Yost, KA6GWY, 

also known as the Communication manager for the El Dorado County Sheriff. 
 

The Alpine County Undersheriff Tom Mender heard of EDSO SAR using Amateur Radio and was 

very interested in setting up his county with the same resource. He contacted Frank and their 

discussion included the upcoming Death Ride where TARA and my name became part of the 

equation. 
 

  



 

 

This is where the adventure begins! June 29, 2021 

 

With the Death Ride’s new course reaching out to Lake Alpine (Bear Valley), I was very much 

aware of the challenge the terrain and distance would produce for the 147.33 repeater on 
Leviathan peak. This was confirmed through Ed, KG7ZOP’s exhaustive “TEST” tours of the Pacific 

grade and RF research via computer modeling programs. It was going to require an extensive 

base type mobile system to communicate back to TRP (Turtle Rock Park) using the 33 system. 

 

Consequently, I “jumped” (even at my age) to not only put a repeater on Hawkins Peak, the site 
Undersheriff Tom was offering, but to get it installed and operational for the Death Ride. 

 

My own tour and tests had confirmed the Alpine County Sheriff repeater was “copyable” via my 

mobile and a mag mount at the Lake Alpine DR site and later discovered they were only running 

30 watts from Hawkins peak. 

 
So, I knew TARA had an extra (spare) Kenwood VHF repeater. I had a set of VHF duplexers, power 

supply and coax. And Frank had a brand new VHF folded dipole antenna and appropriate 

pigtails, connectors and heavy-duty antenna mounts. 

 

We were in business and I decided in my stubborn Norwegian way that this system would be 
active by the time the Death Ride happened! The target date for the install was July 7 and after 

a few late nights with the tune up and testing, I was ready to go with my end of the install and 

great expectations! 

 

So Frank, Undersheriff Tom, and I met up at Pickets Junction. 

 
My first indication that this was not your ordinary drive up to a radio site peak was the 

Undersheriff had off-loaded a six wheel ATV with a pickup bed in the back. This is where I found 

out we were not just driving up a four-wheel drive access road, but also ATV-ing AND HIKING 

via foot power! 

 
So Frank had a county vehicle, Undersheriff Tom had a county ATV, and I had my still somewhat 

new Subaru Outback (as in no scrapes or scratches yet). Indeed, the “Road” part was as tough 

a 4-wheel-drive road as I’ve taken my own vehicle on. After about an hour of “white knuckle” 

driving, we arrived at the end of the “Vehicle access” part of the road. 

 

This is where the adventure became truly AWE INSPIRING! 
 

The First part of the “HOLY COW” was this structure right out of Flash Gordon. For you younger 

ones, those were some of the first movies Hollywood tried to portray space travel with rockets 

that sounded like single prop airplanes! 

 

 

What the heck was this “outer world” fixture (looking from the other side as we drove up). Crap! 
This is where Hawkins peak gets its power and then some! It sure didn’t look like this from 

Google Earth! Of course, Frank and I asked for a tour and Tom was happy to do so. This structure 



 

 

is built to withstand the snow load since we’re at approximately 9800 feet here. It also appeared 

it could take a direct hit from a nuclear device! 

 

 

Walking in the “First” door (actually more like a bank vault) revealed a standby generator on the 

left. OK, I’ve seen these before, but I bet Ed, KG7ZOP would have a lot to say about this one!   

The next door was the SECOND “HOLY COW!" 
 

Right about here is where you’d be hearing the eerie wailing sound of the Theremin in the Flash 

Gordon movie. OK, another old reference. Google it if you don’t know about that instrument 

because you probably didn’t know about Flash Gordon either!  

 

(Ed. Note: The photo on the right reminds me of the old sci-fi movie, Forbidden Planet, that 
showed the power station for the Krill. How's that for an old reference?) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
This brings us to the actual electronics and battery vault. It was truly “Jaw Dropping” to behold! 

While I like to imagine myself as a well-educated and experienced electronic nerd, I truly had 

some chills here, especially before the internal lighting was turned on. 

Was it possible one of those childhood monsters from my closet might disconnect from the battery 

banks and finish what they started all those decades ago? 



 

 

 

Anyway, back to “REAL LIFE” as we still had a long day and a long way to go on this adventure! 

 

View from Solar array to Hawkins Peak 
 

I tend to bring the kitchen sink when I head out 

to a radio site as I hate to need a second trip for 

a simple part or tool I left at home. Frank is no 

different, so we loaded up the ATV and began 
the next leg of the adventure. 

 

Indeed, this turned into a true ATV road, no 

make that “Trail” for the next half-mile or so. 

The access was to the left of the peak shown in 

the picture. 
 

Of all the gear we had, the most precious was 

the duplexers. These are the “filters” that allow 

a repeater to transmit and receive at the same time through a single antenna. The ones I had 

were state of the art but also VERY SENSITIVE to being bumped and going out of tune. 
Consequently, I rode in the back of the ATV with the duplexers balanced in my lap to “absorb” 

the bumps. Yes there were BIG BUMPS! 

 

OK, not too bad as we ATV-ed to our 

next stop which was the end of the road 

for the ATV and where the REAL 
ADVENTURE BEGAN!! 

 

So, only a quarter mile to go! 

 

This is the first half of that quarter 
mile. Unfortunately, the old “a picture 

is worth a 1000 words” does NOT hold 

true here. This would qualify for 

10,000 words! This was steep, very 

loose small rock. The kind where one 

foot forward was also a half-foot sliding 
back. We are now at about 9900 feet 

and it reminded me of the 97 

switchbacks on the way to Mt. Whitney! 

 

Undersheriff Tom and Frank started grabbing 
equipment and I was still holding on to my 

duplexers, not wanting to have a small bump de-

tune them and have to start all over with this 

adventure! 

 

Undersheriff Tom had mentioned there would be 
a “staging” area at the top of this rise, providing a 

sense of hope that we would indeed get this stuff 

to the top…eventually! So when one mentions a 

“staging area” you would think, “ALL RIGHT” we 

are really close! Well, here is another of those “a 
1000 words picture”. 

 

 



 

 

The staging area with the precious 

Duplexers 

 

Yikes, now we had to “Rock Climb” and 
while Tom told us there was a trail, the 

only trail I saw and climbed was for 

mountain goats! Eventually, we made it, 

but left some equipment at the staging 

area as it was too much to carry up the 
goat trails (yes, I’m sticking with that 

description!)  

 

Indeed, while Frank and I began the 

install, Tom “flew” back down from the 

peak to bring up the remaining 
equipment. Tom was obviously a tri-

athlete before he became the under 

sheriff. 

 

I just thought I’d throw in this picture 
from about half way up the goat path 

climb! Yes, that’s the solar array where 

we parked the cars. 

 

The antenna install went fairly quickly 

as we were allowed to use a previous 
antenna install, meaning the coax 

(LMR400) was already routed. 

 

I didn’t get a picture of the folded dipole 

we used but it was mounted where that 
lower white vertical is on the next 

picture. 

 

 

 

Now if you have ever been involved in a mountain top radio 

installation, you would know that NOTHING ever works as 

well as it did in the shop during tune up, etc. Imagine our 

surprise and jubilation when it DID work as setup in the 
shop! 

Especially the duplexers remaining in tune with the 

bouncing and hike up a goat path!! 

 



 

 

The repeater mounted and ready to go. 

 

I called for a signal report and Ed, KG7ZOP confirmed it was 

indeed working from his QTH. 
 

OK, after basking in our success, we realize we still have an 

adventure to return back to civilization including the downward 

hike on the goat path! 

 
Of course, we made it back and enjoyed a lunch, cold beverages  

(not adult – yet!) and some chips for the arduous 4-wheel drive 

back. 

 

The plan to finalize the installation after the Death Ride on the 

17th went to heck with the Tamarack fire. I would hope to return 
to install the Amateur radio controller (bleeps, bops, voice ID’s 

and all the fun stuff) as the Kenwood only has a commercial 

controller internally installed. The CalDor fire further set back 

that date. 

 
The repeater is currently on 146.850 with a minus offset and a PL of 123Hz. 

The final frequency will be 146.865 with a minus offset and a PL of 123Hz. 

 

As a final note, I was able to access the repeater from my evacuation location in Hilmar, CA with 

a mag mount on top of the AC unit on the roof of the single story house! I think you’ll see this is 

going to be one heck of a repeater! 
 

 And While We're At It! 

 
 The TARA Christmas Party 
 Sunday, Dec. 5th from 5:30  

 to 8 p.m., at the Carson  
 Valley Inn.  

 
 

 

HF Radio Beacon Networks 
By David DeAngelis K1SCN 

 

Solar cycle 25 has been the topic of some discussion lately in ham radio circles. The sudden rise 

in solar flux numbers and the accompanying solar flares, with or without coronal ejections, 

presents quite a contrast in propagation conditions for HF users when compared to the previous 

four or five years. 

 
While the science of solar weather is still an emerging science, we can 

say, with confidence, that there is an enormous amount of data that is 

available to describe HF propagation conditions. So much data, in fact, 

that it is easy to become confused. Beacon articles have already been 

written on the subject, so I won't try to repeat that information here. Past 

issues of the Beacon have been archived on the club web page at www. 
cvhams.com if you would like to review the details. If you would like to 
cut to the chase, though, I would recommend the advice of a TV 

weatherman who would often say: “If you're not sure, look out the 

window.” Listening on HF frequencies can actually provide accurate real-

time information. The NCDXF/IARU International Beacon Project provides just such a shortcut. 

 



 

 

The Northern California DX Foundation, in cooperation with the International Amateur Radio 

Union, has operated a worldwide network of high-frequency radio beacons on 14.100, 18.110, 

21.150, 24.930, and 28.200 MHz since about 1979. More detailed information can be found 

at www.ncdxf.org/beacon/index.html 
 

If you don't have an HF radio, but you do have a computer, you can tune in using one of the 

multitude of web based SDR receivers. A comprehensive list can be found at websrd.org. The 

NCDX/IARU website also has links for Android and iPhone apps that will allow you to see which 

beacons are currently transmitting. 
 

At this point, I think it is fair to tell you that the beacons in this network generally follow this 

format: Each transmission is repeated every three minutes. 

A transmission consists of the call sign of the beacon sent at 22 WPM followed by four 1-second 

dashes. The call sign and the first dash is sent at 100 Watts. The 

remaining dashes are sent at 10 Watts, 1 Watt and 0.1 Watts. So, if jumping in to high speed 
CW is not your cup of tea, there is an alternative. 

 

As an offshoot of the SCDXF/IARU project there is a 10-meter propagation beacon network that 

operates from about 28.115 to 28.2755 MHz. Power levels of these beacons typically range from 

less than a watt to 25 watts into a vertical Ground Plane antenna. The good news is that even 
though the ID is still in CW, the speed is usually in the 5 to 10 WPM range and can be a good 

source for learning to copy CW. 

 

W5JO maintains a comprehensive list of the beacon stations (active and defunct) 

at www.qsl.net/wj5o/bcn.htm. His personal web page at www.wj5o.net/ is also an excellent 

source of detailed information. Checking the ten-meter band today (11/1/2021) I was able to 
copy several beacons in Texas using a non-resonant antenna. 

 

So don't miss out on the fun as the Cycle 25 starts to heat up and give a listen to the Beacon 

Network. 

 

 
Beta Test Admin Website 
 
The Board has temporarily joined Hamclubeonline.com as part of that business's beta test for 

serving ham clubs throughout the country. According to our President, Jim Sanders AG6IF, 

hamclubonline.com can renew your license, connect you with presentations and other 

information from other member clubs on the website, and collect and track dues payments on 

behalf of the clubs. There was some doubt expressed at the October meeting about whether this 

service is needed for SIERA as our officers have managed to perform these duties in a very simple 
manner. How complex does it need to be? The Board decided to give it a test run for a few months 

just to see if it will be a good service for us. Because we now have a full Board with the new 

members that have volunteered to hold important positions, this may become moot. 

 
DCART News: 
 

David O'Hara KB7DWO is recruiting hams to serve in DCART.  If you are interested in joining 
the team that supports the Douglas County 911 Dispatch Center during emergencies and local 

events, such as the Alta Alpina Bike Tour, then contact David at  dwohara@gmail.com or Sheila 

Clement at smclfc@gmail.com. for details. 

 

The next DCART in-person meeting will be Monday, Nov. 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the 911 Dispatch 
Center Conference Room. 

 

http://www.ncdxf.org/beacon/index.html
http://www.qsl.net/wj5o/bcn.htm
http://www.wj5o.net/


 

 

Paul Gulbro W6EWV was greatly touched by the outpouring of 

offers from hams in Carson Valley to shelter him and his wife 

when they had to evacuate the Caldor Fire. This wildfire season 

has challenged Paul twice this summer. He had to quickly 
skedaddle from Turtle Rock Park when the Tamarack Fire 

cancelled the Death Ride. Then, he was forced to evacuate his 

home in South Lake Tahoe due to the Caldor Fire. He lives 

within sight of where that fire burned along the southern edge 

of that town, threatening not only homes and businesses, but 
also Paul's valuable 147.240MHz repeater atop the Heavenly Valley ski lift house.  Paul, you give 

so much to hams throughout this region, it's the least we can do to pay you back. 

 
The Uncertain Future of Ham Radio 
By Julianne Pepitone 

 

https://spectrum.ieee.org/amp/ham-radio-2650280117?fbclid=IwAR2LsMR-
Tj2aP0nXQyXoTVpIFrRgn3Pvkf_9dOvj4vP7eRnrvScFt-6ZC9A 

 

 
Armaments and Evacuating: Would You Really Want to Cross the Border 

with an AR? 
 

Evacuation looks like it will be a perennial subject of discussions for local hams. At the October 
meeting, we again talked about evacuation lists and preparations. One topic, protecting guns 

and ammo left home from being damaged by fire, popped up. Tracie Mattice W7PSI suggested 

putting small automatic fire extinguishers inside the gun safe, if you have one. It will still get hot 

in the safe, but a fire extinguisher will explode, coating your guns with powder to protect them 

from damage. Canadianprepper.com recommends that ATF extinguishers be used for this 

purpose. 
 

 

 

 

Join Jeff K7BCV for The Watering Hole, every 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. on 147.330/240Mh. 
Questions and Answers about Amateur Radio. 
 
  

https://spectrum.ieee.org/amp/ham-radio-2650280117?fbclid=IwAR2LsMR-Tj2aP0nXQyXoTVpIFrRgn3Pvkf_9dOvj4vP7eRnrvScFt-6ZC9A
https://spectrum.ieee.org/amp/ham-radio-2650280117?fbclid=IwAR2LsMR-Tj2aP0nXQyXoTVpIFrRgn3Pvkf_9dOvj4vP7eRnrvScFt-6ZC9A


 

 

 

 

Taking Licensing Exams During the COVID Era 
 
Licencing exams through SIERA are still suspended for the 

time being, but Jim Sanders AG6IF plans to hold a specially-

scheduled exam session before the end of the year. Stay 

tuned for information about that. Meanwhile, here are some 

online resources and exams still being held in Reno. 

 
SNARS schedules exam sessions at the REOC in Reno. Just click 

on this link for more information and registration: 

https://snars.org/exams/ 

 

Good online resources for learning amateur radio:  
 

eHam.com has study questions and quizzes 

 

hamstudy.org is highly recommended by SIERA members because it helps you understand the 

whys and wherefores of amateur radio instead of encouraging you to just memorize answers. 
 

There is also a wide selection of licensing books on Amazon. One of the more expensive as well 

as the best resource is the ARRL General License Manual. 

 

Ham Test Online https://www.hamradiolicenseexam.com/study.jsp 

 

SIERA Fourth Saturday Breakfasts 8 a.m. at the Taildragger 
Café, Minden-Tahoe Airport 

 
  

https://snars.org/exams/
https://www.hamradiolicenseexam.com/study.jsp


 

 

 
Nets Available in Carson Valley and Beyond: 
 
The SNARS Noon Net daily on 147.150. 
Daily Carson & Eagle Valley net, Mon-Sat, 6 p.m. on 28.435 MHz USB 
BARC Nightly Net, 8 pm on 146.655MHz pl 131.8, ragchew and pre-check-in at 7:30 p.m.  
DCART Net, Mondays at 6:30 p.m. on the following schedule: The first two Mondays on 
147.330/147.240MHz. The fourth (and fifth) Mondays on 147.270/147.240MHz.   
TARA Net, Mondays at 7:30 p.m. on 147.240MHz. 
SIERA VHF/HF Nets, Tuesdays: 7:30 p.m. on 147.330/240MHz; 8 p.m. on 3982KHz. 
Plumas County Net, Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., on 145.470MHz. 
W7DEM Net, Wednesday mornings on various frequencies. Check this website for details: 
 https://www.carsoncityares.org/WedNets.html. 
CARS Fusion Net, Wednesdays at 7 p.m. The local FUSION repeater is at 442.300. 
The Watering Hole, Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. on 147.330.240MHz, 

  "questions and answers pertaining to amateur radio." 

SKYWARN at 7 p.m. Wednesdays 441.650MHz.  
NV ARES Net Thursdays at 7 p.m. Echolink conf server NV-GATE 152566  IRLP Western Reflector Ch 8: 
9258 
SNARS Hospital Net, Fridays at 10:00 a.m. on 147.030/147.150MHz  
 (SNARS Linked Repeaters: https://snars.org) 
Lyon/Churchill Area Emergency Radio Communications Net, Fridays at 6 p.m. on  147.345MHz. 
RARA Rural Amateur Radio Assn., Fridays at 8 p.m. on 147.180MHz pl 123 
ARES HF Net, Saturdays at 7 a.m. on 3965kH  (+or - QRM). 
RARA, Rural Amateur Radio Association, Saturdays 7:30 a.m. on 3965kH 
New Hams Net, Sundays at 1 p.m. 146.760MHz pl 123 
National Traffic Service Net, Sundays at 6:15 p.m. on 3945kH  
Lyon County Amateur Radio Emergency Service Net, Sundays at 7 p.m. on 147.345MHz. 
 

 
 

 
 

State of NV DEM (W7DEM) Wednesday Morning Nets 
 

If you want to test your equipment for emergency 
communications work with DEM, check out their website, 

https://www.carsoncityares.org/WedNets.html for details on 

how you can check in on a wide variety of frequencies and 

modes, including VHF, HF, DMR, CW, WinLink, and Fusion. This 

is an opportunity to exercise your capabilities to assist during 

disasters and emergencies. There is no complex protocol involved 
with these nets. Just tune in to the designated frequency and 

mode at the scheduled time frame then give Net Control you 

name, call sign, and location. CW simply requires your call sign. 

 
 
Don't forget to check out the SIERA website on 
https://www.cvhams.com/ for lots of information and 

reference material. This includes a comprehensive list of 
nets throughout the area and upcoming events.  
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Remember to send your photos and news for the Beacon and the SIERA 

Facebook page to scauhape2020@protonmail.com. 

mailto:scauhape2020@protonmail.com

